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In Europe, rural populations have
specific needs : the nature of the
economic activities, agriculture's

restructurings, the central place of
agricultural families... Six countries
(Austria, Finland, France, Germany,
Greece and Poland) have chosen to
give them autonomous social pro-
tection systems in order to answer
these needs. They deal with the whole
spectrum of social security: health,
pensions, workplace accidents and occu-
pational illnesses, family and/or ser-
vices. In order to be as close as pos-
sible to people, their action is based
on a dense territorial network. Mixing

proximity and coherence, national
orientations and local context, these
systems have demonstrated their
adaptability and experience. Their
ambition is to constantly adapt their
missions to rural mutations, staying
true to their values : equity, quality,
social justice, autonomy, social democ-
racy and defence of agricultural employ-
ment.
Moreover the Single Market and var-
ious Treaties are making, and will con-
tinue to make, the European Union
an indispensable level for coordina-
tion with regard to social issues. These
latest advances are bringing about

the implementation of trans-national
cooperation between the different
social protection schemes. Simultaneously,
the Common Agricultural Policy and
the community cohesion policy mean
that specific farming and rural fac-
tors must be raised to the European
level, to defend their requirements
and values. The combination of these
tendencies has therefore led the six
autonomous agricultural social protection
systems of the EU to join their forces
within ENASP.
The network also welcomes observ-
er members (Montenegro) and observ-
er experts (Luxembourg). ■

ENASP represents...

Six Member States, more than 15,3 mil-

lion beneficiaries and €47 billion financial

benefits per year. It covers the whole

spectrum of social protection for rural

populations. Its members are deeply

involved into sanitarian and social action.

They regularly launch local or national

projects in favour of social inclusion or

rural development.

A social platform for EU 
rural populations

All these elements found the representativeness of ENASP.

This network is here to defend and strengthen the values

and principles of agricultural social protection based on sol-

idarity and territorial cohesion. It represents the interests of

agricultural social protection at the European level, in syner-

gy with its members’ own initiatives. Acting as a forum for

consultation with European authorities, it also works as a

place for exchanging information and good practices

between its members and all its partners in the field of

social protection.
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ENASP ENASP

Contacts
KRUS (Poland)
Tel: +48 22 592 64 07 – Fax: +48 22 592 66 59
magdalena.szewczyk@krus.gov.pl
www.krus.gov.pl

LSV (Germany)
Tel: +49 561 93 59 106 – Fax: +49 561 93 59 360-106
erich.koch@spv.lsv.de
www.lsv.de

MELA (Finland)
Tel: +358 20 63 00 500 – Fax: +358 20 63 00 400
antti.huhtamaki@mela.fi
www.mela.fi

MSA (France)
Tel: +33 1 41 63 73 22 – Fax: +33 1 41 63 77 54
cazeuneuve.jeremie@ccmsa.msa.fr
www.msa.fr

OGA (Greece)
Tel: +30 210 33 22 248 – Fax: +30 210 38 42 475
m.kipreou@oga.gr
www.oga.gr

SVB (Austria)
Tel: +43 1 797 06 26 02 – Fax: +43 1 797 06 26 00
harald.jilke@svb.at
www.svb.at
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The social protection for rural
populations of Europe

ENASP - Secretariat
Tel : +33 1 41 63 73 65

The Secretariat is currently ensured by French MSA - enaspsecretariat.blf@ccmsa.msa.fr
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Finland
MELA

❚ People covered : independent farmers &
their families, artists and researchers working through grants or
scholarships.

❚ Total number of beneficiaries : 162,000

❚ Risks covered : pensions, employment injuries & occupa-
tional illnesses, family

❚ Other information : the high number of benefi-
ciaries in relation to the insured means in prac-
tice that the State must participate in the
costs of the pension system with a significant
contribution. MELA is also the administrative
institution for the holiday replacement system
for farmers

Poland
KRUS

❚ People covered : independent farmers &
their families

❚ Total number of beneficiaries : 1,440,000

❚ Risks covered : pensions, health, family, social
programs, prevention

❚ Other information : The Agricultural Social
Insurance Fund is an institution established
to realize tasks connected with full servicing

of farmers’ social insurance

Greece
OGA

❚ People covered : independent farmers & their
families, employed workers in the field of agricul-
ture & their families, and many other categories of
rural population

❚ Total number of beneficiaries : 2,030,000

❚ Risks covered : pensions, health, family, social programs

❚ Other information : OGA applies the existing in
Greece successive insurance legislation, i.e. per-
iods to OGA’s main insurance branch are taken
into account by the other social security
schemes of the country and vice-versa.
OGA also applies EU regulations on the co-
ordination of social security systems and
bilateral agreements with 10 other countries

Germany

France

Austria

LSV  

❚ People covered : independent farmers & their families, em-
ployed workers in the field of agriculture (only for employment
injuries & occupational illnesses) & their families

❚ Total number of beneficiaries : 3,500,000 (em-
ployment injuries and occupational illnesses),

650,000 (Pensions) and 850,000 (Health)

❚ Risks covered : employment injuries & oc-
cupational illnesses, pensions, health

❚ Other information : insurance for all risks
are under one roof which respects the princi-

ple of solidarity. State’s support is vital 

MSA  

❚ People covered : independent farmers & their families, labour
provider & their families, employed workers in the field of agri-
culture & their families

❚ Total number of beneficiaries : 6,000,000

❚ Risks covered : health, pensions, employ-
ment injuries & occupational illnesses, family

❚ Other information : beyond agricultural po-
pulations, MSA is very involved into the life of
the whole rural areas, through its sanitarian

and social action and its large offer of services

SVB
❚ People covered : independent farmers & their fa-
milies

❚ Total number of beneficiaries : 387,000 (2008)

❚ Risks covered : employment injuries & occupa-
tional illnesses, pensions, health

❚ Other information : social security in Austria
is characterised by the solidarity principle.
SVB covers these three branches for all those
self-employed in agriculture and forestry (and

their families)

Agricultural social 
protection 

sytems in the EU
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